
Youth Program of GSEF2018

I. Thematic Session, “Youth Involvement in Social and Solidarity Economy”

TITLE : Youth Involvement in Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) 
– How the young actors have changed the society through SSE? 

SUMMARY OF THE INITIATIVE
[bookmark: _GoBack]The youth initiative of the GSEF is aimed to promote SSE as a viable strategy for the youth to make transformative change in their economy and society, and to find a collective solution/program to nurture enabling environment for the youth to develop their ideas into action. It is consisted of GSEF members and partners who are willing to share their experiences with youth groups through training, consulting, and networking. 

COLLABORATION
· Chantier Youth Wing(Aile Jeunesse du Chantier de l’Économie Sociale)
· International Forum for Social and Solidarity Economy (IFSSE)
· Young Social Entrepreneurs Network (YSEN)
· Young European Cooperators Network(YECN) 
· Mondragon Team Academy (MTA)




DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INITIATIVE

Background: 
The GSEF focused on the agenda of youth and SSE because we, the GSEF member local governments and SSE organizations, believe that; 
1) the youth are main actors of local development embodied with the values of social economy - inclusiveness, sustainability and equality. 
2) the youth can find a solution for their own issues including unemployment, underemployment and under-engagement through SSE. 
3) the youth are the innovators or successors of SSE movements through their voices and representation in the current SSE organizations. 
From the recognition, the youth initiative of the GSEF started from the adoption of “Montreal Declaration” by the participants of the GSEF2016 in Montreal in 2016. As an action plan for 2016~2018, the Montreal Declaration mentioned that youth should be recognized and supported as ‘important actors for the future of the SSE movement’. Based on that, the GSEF has been working on international training and networking programs for young practitioners of SSE, such as the Global Youth Camp in 2017, Korea and thematic sessions on the youth change makers at the 9th World Urban Forum in 2018, Malaysia. 





Objectives of the session: 
The proposed session will be a presentation of GSEF’s work on youth for last two years to the GSEF members and broader audiences and become an agora;
1) To diagnose current social and economic status of the youth in local context and see how SSE could be a viable strategy to enhance their engagement to the society.  
2) To share each presenting groups’ experiences and best practices on youth with other participants of GSEF2018 and offer the opportunity to connect with other young practitioners of SSE. 
3) To find a role of the international network in increasing youth engagement in the SSE movements.
4) To build a core group of youth network in GSEF for further collaborative projects, for example, Youth Camp 2019. 

Session format (total 90 min): 
1) Brief Introduction of session and development of youth agenda at GSEF (10 min)
2) Quick introduction of panelists and their organization (25 min)
3) Panel Discussion on key questions (30 min) 
4) Discussion with audiences (25 min)
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