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Fifteen Shared Social Economy 
Clusters

Resolving Livelihood Issues &
Rejuvenating Local Industries

Built shared offices and workshops.
Purchased shared office buildings from Gwangjin Cooperative 

Social Network. (Used as public assets) 

Gangdong Urban Agriculture Network
Seongdong & Geumcheon, professional tailors & 
dressmakers - - Mobile app for young designers

Eunpyeong-gu Yongsan-gu Dobong-gu Nowon-gu

Seongbuk-gu

Dongdaemun-gu

Seongdong-gu

Songpa-guDongjak-guGwanak-guGeumcheon-gu

Yeongdeungpo-gu

Yangcheon-gu

Seodaemun-gu

Social Economy Hub Center

Social Economy Support Center

Village Social Economy Center

Social Economy Support Center

Social Economy Support Center

Gangdong-gu

Social Town

Social Economy Support CenterSocial Economy Support Center

Social Economy Support Center

Social Economy Support Center

Village Social Economy
Community Support Center

Social Economy Village Center

Social Economy Hub Center

Social Economy Hub Center Co-working Space

Established a network 
of 52 clothing factories

Geumcheon

Grand prize in a promising 
designer contest
60 one-on-one consulting 
sessions a year

Work Coordination
KRW 55,000,000 in 2014, KRW 106,270,000 in 2015

Built 
local 

brands

Manufacturer 
Networks

Found & 
trained 

designers
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2012 -2018

Provided integrated support & phased support models for a 
rapidly growing pool of new businesses.

Budget lowered by thirty percent - Developed indirect support models: 
Companies have grown fourfold & sales have increased tenfold.

Laid the groundwork for cooperative economy within the 
social economy development ecosystem.

Four common elements in the ecosystem: human resources-
market-capital-business systems

Developed  joint systems and local infrastructure to resolve 
regional issues.

Established local goals, assisted management of thirteen 
special social economy zones.

Promoted assistance policies based on evidence and helped 
improve civic awareness.

Oversaw aid projects, assisted on-site research, and 
continued to support promotional efforts.

Developed and distributed excellent private-private / 
private-public governance models in Korea and overseas.

Oversaw operation of the Seoul Social Economy Policy 
Council and GSEF.

Unfinished Tasks (2019 - 2022)

Expand and support strategic businesses with high civic 
awareness.

Create central government policy models (community care, 
social housing, regional management, etc.).

Develop shared private assets through the social 
economy.

Create civic assets such as mutual assistance programs 
and shared working spaces.

Establish infrastructure for sustainable social economy 
regionalization.

Build social franchises for village enterprises.

Enhance management support programs and create 
multiple citizen participation channels.

Promote business valuation and management disclosure.
Find ethical consumers and investors.

Vitalize collaborative administration and regionalization.

Aid specialized local businesses and coordination 
between administrative bodies.
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Civic 
Representation

Administration 
& Supervision

Deliberation

Legislation

Seoul City

Social Economy (Enterprises)

Intermediary Support 
Organizations

Government 
Employees
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2014

KRW 10.2 billion

2016

KRW 31.1 billion

2018

KRW 31.8 billion

2019

KRW 47.4 billion
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협동조합

Bill Outline Proposer Date

Seoul Metropolitan City Framework 
Ordinance on Social Economy
Partial Amendment

Lay the foundations for subsidizing and providing GSEF 
human resources to social economic enterprises that are 
necessary for their self-reliance.

Mayor Oct. 30, 2015

Seoul Metropolitan City Framework 
Ordinance on Social Economy
Partial Amendment

Establish the Social Economic Committee of Seoul 
Metropolitan Government to deliberate and revise key 
policies pertinent to social economy development.

Councilor Apr. 1, 2015

Seoul Metropolitan Government 
Ordinance on Facilitation of Purchase of 
Social Economic Enterprise-
manufactured Products and Support for 
Development of Their Markets
Partial Amendment

Promote the preferential purchase of goods or services 
to facilitate sustainable growth of social economic 
enterprises.

Councilor Mar. 30, 2015

Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education 
Ordinance on Facilitation of Purchase of
Social Economic Enterprise-
manufactured Products

Promote the preferential purchase of public goods or 
services produced by social economic enterprises 
including social enterprises and social cooperatives.

Councilor Nov. 10, 2014

Seoul Metropolitan City Framework 
Ordinance on Social Economy
Partial Amendment

Offer new training opportunities for potential social 
economy participants such as students and social 
entrepreneurs and reinforce civic education and 
promotion.

Councilor Sept. 5, 2014

Seoul Metropolitan City Framework 
Ordinance on Social Economy

Lay the legal, institutional foundations for invigorating 
social economy and establishing sustainable social 
economy ecosystems.

Councilor Apr. 15, 2014

Seoul Metropolitan Government 
Ordinance on Facilitation of Purchase of 
Social Economic Enterprise-
manufactured Products and Support for 
Development of Their Markets

Lay the institutional foundations that ensure the 
preferential purchase of public goods or services 
produced by social economic enterprises including 
social enterprises and social cooperatives.

Councilor Feb. 7, 2014
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협동조합
Bill Outline Proposer Date

Seoul Metropolitan Government 
Ordinance on Support for 
Vitalization of Cooperatives

Promote independent, self-sufficient, and 
autonomous operation of cooperatives and 
efficiently facilitate a wide range of 
community services.

Councilor Feb. 7, 2013

Seoul Metropolitan Government 
Ordinance on Support for 
Vitalization of Cooperatives
Partial Amendment

Improve the effectiveness of existing 
systems promoting Seoul Metropolitan 
Government and public institutions’ 
preferential purchase of goods and services 
produced by cooperatives.

Councilor Feb. 7, 2014

Seoul Metropolitan Office of 
Education Ordinance on Aiding
and Fostering School 
Cooperatives

Support school cooperatives composed of  
students, parents, teachers, and education 
workers to invigorate civic education, 
student welfare, and the local social 
economy.

Councilor Jun. 18, 2015

Seoul Metropolitan City 
Ordinance on the Establishment 
and Operation of the Clothing 
Cooperative Support Center

Provide assistance to the Clothing 
Cooperative and establish a specialized 
support center to vitalize clothing 
enterprises and ultimately renovate Seoul 
City into a global fashion hub.

Councilor Jun. 7, 2016
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Event Host Date

Public Hearing on the Seoul Metropolitan Government Ordinance 
on Support for the Promotion of Social Housing

City Planning Management 
Committee

Nov. 7, 2014

Public Hearing on the Amendment of the Seoul Metropolitan 
City Framework Ordinance on Social Economy

Planning & Economy Committee Dec. 2, 2014

Local Social Economy Development Forum Planning & Economy Committee Dec. 12, 2017

Forum on Improving Seoul’s Cooperative Laws
Seoul Cooperative Support 

Center
Apr. 24, 2019




